
New Board Chair and Vice Chair announced 
St. Mary’s University names former energy executive Don Verdonck new chair

of the St. Mary’s University Board of Governors, effective January 1, 2017.

St. Mary’s University is pleased to announce the appointment of Don Verdonck as the next Chair of the 
St. Mary’s University Board of Governors.

Mr. Verdonck joined the Board as a member-at-large on January 1, 2009 and
assumed the role of Vice-Chair on January 1, 2012. He succeeds Terry
McCoy, who had served as Chair since 2012 and as a member of the Board
of Governors for 14 years. 

An experienced senior executive in the energy industry, Mr. Verdonck is
currently Vice President, Thermal Oil with the Athabasca Oil Corporation.
He also currently serves on two private oil and gas boards and is past
President of St. Stephens Protomartyr Ukrainian Catholic Church parish 
council.

“We are extremely fortunate to have Don Verdonck as Chair of St. Mary’s University,” said President Dr. 
Gerry Turcotte. “He is an experienced executive and dedicated member of our community who brings 
with him tremendous leadership and governance skills that will prove invaluable as we continue to 
move forward as an institution.”

                                                         St. Mary’s University has also appointed Georgine Ulmer as Vice-Chair of  
                                                         the Board of Governors assuming the role vacated by Mr. Verdonck’s 
                                                         appointment as Chair. Having served as a member-at-large since January 1, 
                                                         2003, this will mark Mrs. Ulmer’s �rst time as an o�cer of the Board at St.  
                                                         Mary’s.

                                                         Mrs. Ulmer is a management consulting executive who is President of                                          
                                                         Churchill Strategies Inc. where she is dedicated to assisting 
                                                         companies and organizations in the public and private sectors with 
                                                         leadership development and organizational change.    
                                                         Mrs. Ulmer is also actively involved with numerous organizations and 
                                                         currently sits on the Boards of YW of Calgary, the Calgary Telus Convention
                                                         Centre and the Rockyview Hospital Development Council.

St. Mary’s University is an innovative teaching and research university that provides a�ordable, 
accredited and highly valued degrees in the liberal arts, sciences and education. The campus is located 
on a historic site in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, where our students are inspired to combine academics
with a passionate commitment to ethics, social justice and respect for diversity of opinion and belief. 


