
LIGHTNING  
WATCH — Cordell Minnifee
For third-year point guard and one 
of the Lightning team captains this 
season Cordell Minnifee, having 
to sit out for the majority first half 
of the season and watch his team 
struggle without him on the court 
was a tough start to his career at 
St. Mary’s University. 

“It was really difficult to have 
to try and find a leadership role 
but not being able to lead by 
example,” said Minnifee. “Being 
on the sidelines, it was a different 
experience for me, not being able 
to play was tough.” 

St. Mary’s is Minnifee’s third ACAC 
stop, having spent time with the 
SAIT Trojans and Olds Broncos in 
the past, but his connection to 
Lightning head coach Nathan Ruff 
from time spent together with the 
Trojans helped the talented point 
guard find his footing on the court. 

While Minnifee admits that there 
are differences at St. Mary’s 
compared to the other schools 
he has attended, the experience 

has been quite 

enjoyable thus far.

“So far I’ve enjoyed my time here, 
I think we have a great group of 
guys,” said Minnifee. “Me and 
Coach Nate get along better than 
I have with any coach that I’ve had 
in post-secondary. It’s been a good 
experience so far.” 

Though the team laboured during 
the first half of the season, an 
infusion of new talent in the form 
of two new recruits, Osato Obaseki 
and Averie Armbrister, as well as a 
return to full health for Minnifee 
has provided instant results for the 
Lightning.

The team captured their first two 
victories of the season against the 
Olds Broncos on January 13-14 
and Minnifee can already see the 
attitude of his team changing.

“You can see a surge in confidence 
in a lot of our young guys because 
they came into the program and 
we weren’t full strength like we 
planned to be,” said Minnifee. 
“Now that we are full strength and 
now that some of the guys coming 
in are bringing the confidence and 
a new mentality. It’s contagious, 
when one person has confidence it 
keeps spreading.”

Minnifee has self-described tunnel 
vision when it comes to discussing 
the second half of the season, as he 
feels the Lighting are a team that 
can surprise a few people.

“I don’t want to lose any games 
and I don’t see any reason why 
we should lose any games and 
I’m going to do the best of my 
ability to make that a reality,” said 
Minnifee. “If we do get the wins 
that we need to, we’re a scary 
team coming into playoffs. We’re 
unranked and we’re underrated, 
people don’t know what to expect 
from us.”


