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Stephanie Wright

Who am I?
What does this project mean to me?

What were my goals?
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Tyrell Benson

Who am I?
What does this project mean to me?

What were my goals?
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WHERE WE HAVE BEEN
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1 3 5

642

Jan-April 2020
Native Prairie 
Restoration and 
Indigenous Medicine 
Garden Project.

Summer 2020
Prairie plant species 
composition study.
Medicine Wheel.

Sept 2020 – Mar 2021
Development of 
Interdisciplinary Course 
project.

Spring 2020
The time of plague 

came and destroyed 
our plans.

Sept 2020
The project was 
divided into two 

focuses.

April 2021
Interdisciplinary 

course syllibus 
complete. 

.



Prairie Survey
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WANT BIG IMPACT?
USE BIG IMAGE.
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Majorville Medicine Wheel

Photo Credit: Dr. Mary Ann McLean
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Importance of the Project

Reconciliation
Creating 'space' in 
the western 
academic world for 
Indigenous 
knowledge.

Reciprocity
Pushing questions 
about what we can 
give back to the 
natural world.

Perspective
Stepping beyond the 
tendency to draw from 
one body of 
knowledge;
expanding our 
intellectual horizons.
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Knowing that you love the 
earth changes you, activates 

you to defend and protect and 
celebrate. But when you feel 

that the earth loves you in 
return, that feeling transforms 

the relationship from a one-
way street into a sacred bond.

- Robin Wall Kimmerer
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THE COURSE
Interdisciplinary education 
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An Interdisciplinary Course

▪ A course combining disciplines for a 
specific benefit/goal.

▪ Indigenous and scientific knowledge 
together provide insights on each 
‘discipline' from the perspective of the 
other.

▪ 2-week summer block course

▪ Prerequisites: Intro to both Indigenous 
studies and Ecology
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Course 
Objectives
What students should 
understand and be able to 
do at the end of the course 
forms the foundation for 
design

1

Assessment
How we will evaluate if 

the course objectives are 
being met 

2

Learning Materials 
and Activities
What and how material will be taught is 
the final step of the process

3



1. Knowledge and skills for ecological field work

2. Key aspects of Indigenous and western academic ways of 

knowing

3. Explain how these ways of knowing complement one 

another in knowledge and understanding of science (e.g. 

plant communities and ecosystems)

4. Address ecological issues and problems using tools from 

both viewpoints
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Digital Storytelling
Storytelling video about student’s 
experience and understanding of 
Indigenous and western science

Critical Thinking 
Questions
Five questions used to gauge 
student understanding

Journal 
Reflections
Daily reflections on 
personal development

Presentation
On the same plant 

from their fact sheet.

Plant Fact Sheet
On an Alberta prairie species. 
Information on identification, 

ecosystem importance, and 
Indigenous teachings and uses

Participation
Active engagement in field and 
classroom work is critical



Daily earning themes, for example:

▪ Contemporary ecological issues and Indigenous 
Peoples

▪ Plant interactions, mutualism, human interactions, 
and short grass prairie

Critical thinking questions based on these themes

Learning materials: videos, talks, research articles, and 
book excerpts.

Field activities: Exploring perspectives of land on the 
land, and plant ecology skills, ceremony.
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Challenges and Recommendations

▪ The trouble of being single minded in an 
interdisciplinary environment

▪ COVID and the lack of in-person 
connections with elders, educators, and 
peers



Conclusion
JOURNEY – We have 
laughed, cried, and 

learned much through 
this project

HOPE – We hope this 
course will soon become 

reality, potentially 
contributing to an 

Indigenous studies minor
ALBERTA’S PRAIRIE –
This course will help 
students understand 
and appreciate the 

prairies from different 
perspectives
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RECONCILATION 
AND RECIPROCITY-

This course will aid in 
these initiatives on 

campus  



Gratitude
Dr. Mary Ann McLean – Our supervisor for the project.

Michelle Scott – The director of Indigenous Initiatives at STMU

Ian Macdonald – Rare plant botanist in Alberta

Dominick Smarda, and Chris Kibwana - Our fellow students

Elders: Casey Eaglespeaker, Doreen Spence, Evelyn Good Striker, Leonard Bastien,

and Audrey Weasel Traveller.

St. Mary's administration, especially:

Dr. Gerry Turcotte – President

Dr. Tara Hyland-Russel – Vice President Academic
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