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The Attic
The St. Mary’s University Journal of Undergraduate Papers

A Note from the Editor

¥ Iam pleased to announce that 7he Attic is available once again! To serve the broadest
possible audience we have made the journal available not only in print but also in digital
format on our STMU website.

Last year we received a record number of such absolutely stellar submissions that it was
very difficult to decide which ones to select for publication in our Fall 2018 issue. First of all,
we want to thank all of you who responded so generously to the call for papers. Secondly, we
encourage you to continue to submit your most outstanding work for inclusion in the next
journal. To this end, we have issued a call for papers for the 2018 issue.

It is gratifying to receive so many truly excellent submissions that reflect the diverse
range of your interests and pursuits. Welcome to 7he Astic!

‘Warm wishes,

Dr. Gayle Thrift
Editor of 7he Attic
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The Attic:
The St. Mary’s University Journal of Undergraduate Papers

Editorial Statement of Purpose

¥ Attic: the prestige dialect of Ancient Greek spoken and written in Attica and its
principal city, Athens; Attic purity: special purity of language; Artic style: a style pure and
elegant; Astic faith: inviolable faith; Artic salt/Attic wit: a poignant, delicate wit.

The Attic: The St. Marys University Journal of Undergraduate Papers is a journal devoted
to the publication of exceptional undergraduate papers. By providing students a public forum
for expressing their intellectual pursuits, 7he Attic promotes increased student engagement in
research and scholarship, while also fostering a scholarly community of emerging researchers.

The Attic has undergone significant change since its first publication in 2008. Three
volumes were published under its former name, Safvia. A revised mandate reflects our intent
to be inclusive by publishing submissions from across the disciplines. In recognition of
St. Mary’s undergraduates’ varied scholarly explorations, the journal welcomes submissions of
all kinds such as essays, laboratory assignments, field notes, reviews, and explications. 7he Attic
strives to encourage students’ interest in the pursuit of excellence in research and scholarship
throughout their undergraduate careers.

Standards of Publication

The papers adhere to the scholarly and stylistic expectations of the respective field, with
a minimal amount of grammatical and mechanical errors. The writers present compelling
and timely material in the ideas themselves and in the manner in which they present them.
Submissions subscribe to the citation format assigned to each discipline.

4

Tue Arric: THE ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF UNDERGRADUATE PAPERS
Fall 2018, Volume 5, Number 1




Meet the Press: The Rise of Victorian Era Newspapers

Tim Collard

¥ The nineteenth century in Britain saw a period of rapid technological advances,
social change, and the expansion of empire. All aspects of society were affected by this period
of rapid industrialization and urbanization. The growing middle class provided a new market
for consumer goods, as did the working class which produced these goods. It was also an era
that produced a proliferation of new ideas, advances in science, and the rise of a new level of
political engagement as more and more Britons received the right to vote. The dissemination
of these new ideas helped to fuel a rapid development of the newspaper industry in the
Victorian era. This elevated pace of development was enabled by technological advances and
changes in public policy. As the industry advanced, the focus of the press and the way that
news was presented changed to appeal to shifting demographics, the growing middle and
working classes provided an increased audience and over the course of the Victorian period,
and newspapers gradually shifted from being primarily edifying to serving a greater role as
a form of entertainment.! The first development to spur the growth of the newspapers was
the application of new, industrialized processes in the manufacture of newspapers and their
transportation around the country.

The first English language newspapers to reach England were imported from Amsterdam
in 1620, with the first publication on native soil the following year.? The development of the
Penny Post in 1680 helped to spread newspapers throughout the country and was an early
instance of transportation and communication technologies expanding the reach of the press.’
By the nineteenth century, “[tJhanks to improvements in roads and the growth of railways,
the newspaper market extended geographically across urban and, increasingly, rural areas of
Britain.”* Advances in transportation, particularly the railway, allowed newspapers to reach a
much wider geographical audience, and warranted the idea of a national press. Despite this
geographic reach, the number of newspapers that could be produced was still relatively small.
Traditional hand presses could produce 250 — 300 impressions per hour. With the invention
of steam presses this number would increase dramatically. In 1814 7he Times introduced the
Koenig steam press, which allowed the printers to produce “at a rate of 1000-1,200 an hour,

1 Martin Conboy, Journalism in Britain: A Historical Introduction, (London, UK: Sage, 2011), 14.

2 Jeremy Black, 7he English Press 1621-1861, (Gloucestershire, UK: Sutton Publishing, 2011), 4.

3 Ibid, 7.

4 Aled Jones, Powers of the Press: Newspapers, Power and the Public in Nineteenth-Century England,
(Aldershot, UK: Scholar Press, 1996), 7.
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and later up to 2,500 an hour, ten times the speed of hand presses.” As advances in technology
continued through the early Victorian period, the speed of print technology would climb even
higher. The Great Exhibition of 1851 saw the unveiling of Applegarth’s cylinder machine, and
the subsequent Hoe machine increased production up to 20,000 copies per hour.® Inversely
affected by the increase in printing technology was the number of workers required to produce
papers. By 1870, with the invention of the web rotary for the feeding of paper, seven men
could deliver an output that would have required forty-eight men to achieve previously.”
These increases in printing technology would allow printers to meet the growing demand for
newspapers in the second half of the 19th century.

The increasing demand for newspapers in the second half of the nineteenth century was
due to a culmination of a rise in disposable incomes for the middle and working classes, and
dramatic shifts in public policy which allowed papers to be produced at much cheaper rates
and with less political interference. One of the most significant developments in the history
of newspapers in the 19th century was the repeal of the ‘taxes on knowledge’ in the 1850’
and 1860’s. The three taxes which particularly affected the newspaper industry were “the
advertisement duty, the newspaper stamp and the excise on paper [which] became the focus
of the ‘taxes on knowledge’ campaigns of the period 1849-61.”% In 1847, prior to the repeal of
the ‘taxes on knowledge’, newspaper prices were quite high. Eighty-nine percent of newspapers
in England cost 4d or more and only one percent of newspapers cost less than 3d.” The main
component of these high prices was the taxes charged on papers. “The newspaper stamp...had
by 1815 been raised to 4d per paper.”'® The stamp, which allowed the unfettered transmission
and retransmission of the paper through the post, by 1851 was producing £397,000 in
government revenue.'! The high revenue generated for the government made repeal of the
taxes a thorny political issue, however, in February 1851 a group of parliamentary radicals
formed the Association for the Promotion of the Repeal of the Taxes on Knowledge to agitate
parliament to act.!” Eventually they, and other groups, were able to push reform through
parliament. In 1853 the tax on advertising was abolished.”® The Crimean War of 1854-1856
increased pressure on parliament to repeal the remaining taxes due to high public interest
in the War." The newspaper stamp tax was removed in 1855 and, as Martin Conboy states,
this began “to release the full force of competition into newspaper production.” Finally, in
1861 the paper duties were repealed, removing the last major tax on newspapers in Britain.'®

> Alan J. Lee, The Origins of the Popular Press 1855-1914, (London, UK: Croom Helm, 1976), 55.
6 Jones, Powers of the Press, 14.

7 Lucy Brown, Victorian News and Newspapers, (Oxford, UK: Clarendon Press, 1985), 9.

8 Martin Hewitt, 7he Dawn of the Cheap Press in Victorian Britain, (London, UK: Bloomsbury, 2014), 6.
° Ibid, 13.

19 Ibid, 6.

! Tbid, 7.

12 Ibid, 31.

13 Black, 7he English Press, 183.

' Ibid, 183.

15 Conboy, Journalism in Britain, 8.

16 Hewitt, Cheap Press, 97.
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Meet the Press: The Rise of Victorian era Newspapers

The removal of these taxes had a profound effect on the newspaper industry. By 1860, sixty-
one percent of newspapers were sold for 2d or less.”” This increased to eighty- eight percent
in 1869." This dramatic reduction in price gave rise to the cheap press in Britain. Not only
were newspapers becoming cheaper, but wages for the working classes were growing. In the
final three-quarters of the nineteenth century it is estimated that real wages for the working
class grew between one and one and a half percent annually."” This provided more disposable
income to the working classes and thus made it possible for them to purchase newspapers on
a regular basis. Newspapers now had access to a wider audience as the lower middle class’ and
the working classes’ purchasing power increased. The increase in audience and distribution
in the second half of the nineteenth century changed not only the reach and the scope of
news coverage, but also the way that the news was presented and the relationship between the
publisher and the audience.

The repeal of the ‘taxes on knowledge’ ushered in an era of accelerated growth for the
newspaper industry, not just in an increasing number of readers, but also in an increasing
number of papers. The number of daily newspapers in Britain rose from sixteen in 1846 to one
hundred and sixteen by 1870.%° New weekly papers also arose in the wake of the tax reductions.
In its inaugural edition, the Penny Illustrated Paper directly references the repeal of the paper
duty as a factor in its creation: “We have said that a new era is opened to us by the Repeal of
the Paper Duties. It is one that none of us can yet hope rightly to estimate.”*! It is obvious,
however, that the publishers of the Penny Illustrated expected the effect to be profound, in the
same editorial they state that, “a new era opens upon the people. In producing an illustrated
paper for the million, let us plainly say, we want to be esteemed the friend of the million.”** The
rise of the cheap press also allowed the established papers to increase their readership. Most, if
not all, of the major papers saw increases in circulation, although accurate circulation numbers
during the Victorian period can be notoriously hard to come by and may not accurately reflect
the true scope of newspapers’ reach. Despite this caveat, Lucy Brown provides some statistics
that show an overall trend of increasing readership. The Daily News saw its readership increase
from 50,000 in 1868 to 150,000 by 1871; the Daily Télegraph went from 141,700 in 1861
up to 300,000 by 1888; and Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper increased its audience from 612,902 in
1879 t0 910,000 by 1893.” The increase in readership would have generated increasing profits
for publishers, but that was not their only source of revenue. Advertising in the Victorian era
became increasingly profitable for newspaper publishers.

17 1bid, 106.

'8 Tbid, 107.

19 Emma Griffin, “Patterns of Industrialization” in 7he Victorian World, Ed. Martin Hewitt, (London, UK:
Routledge, 2012), 91.

20 Hewitt, Cheap Press, 101.

21 The Penny Ilustrated Paper (London, England), Saturday, October 12, 1861; pg. 1; Issue 1. British Library
Newspapers, Part I: 1800-1900.

2 Tbid.

2 Brown, Victorian New, 52.
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The repeal of the advertising taxes allowed papers to tap into a lucrative revenue stream.
By 1882, advertising accounted for around half of the content in British newspapers. The
Morning Post devoted forty-six percent of its space to advertisements, the Standard fifty
percent, and, in the Daily Telegraph, a whopping sixty-three percent of the paper was given
over to advertisements.* In the January 10, 1871 edition of the Daily News most of the first
three pages of the paper are filled with advertisements, with only one small section, which lists
births, deaths, and marriages, to break up the onslaught of advertising.” While advertising
revenue was clearly important to the Daily News, other papers of the period chose to provide a
different emphasis to their cover page. The January 7, 1871 issuc of Zhe Illustrated Police News
is devoted to large illustrations showing an individual being flogged, and “two Poles shot by a
Frenchman”?® Obviously the two newspapers were looking to appeal to a different audience.

Literacy statistics from the Victorian era are difficult to ascertain, one estimate put
literacy at about two-thirds of men and half of women at the beginning of Victoria’s reign,
however the criteria was that the individual could write their own name, which is not an
accurate indicator of their ability to read a newspaper.”” The general consensus, however, is
that literacy rates increased during the Victorian era. Alan Lee purports that literacy rates in
England grew from sixty-one percent in 1850 to seventy-six percent in 1868, finally reaching
ninety-seven percent in 1888.% The combination of increased literacy rates, falling newspaper
prices, and increases in real wages for the middle and working classes contributed to a gradual
change in the make-up of the newspaper audience and in the specific content emphasized in
the newspapers over the nineteenth century.

The rapid growth in newspapers in the 1850s and 1860s created “an enhanced potential
for political influence.”® Politicians sought to use the growing press as a platform, and the
newly enfranchised middle and working classes, following the Reform Acts of 1832 and
1867, were quick to espouse a political preference. The affiliation of newspapers with political
party reached its peak in 1874, when only seven percent of English provincial newspapers
were independent. By 1887 forty-seven percent of provincial newspapers were independent
of political parties.’® In a survey of Mitchells Newspaper Press Directory in 1870 twenty-five
newspapers were advertised as having a political affiliation and a working class readership, by
1880 more than half of the newspapers had stopped asserting their political affiliation or their
connections to the working classes.”® The shift away from political affiliation and politics as

2 Brown, Victorian News, 16.

% Daily News (London, England), Tuesday, January 10, 1871; Issue 7706 Pg. 1-3. British Library
Newspapers, Part 1:1800-1900.

26 The Illustrated Police News, (London, England), Saturday, January 7, 1871; Issue 360. British Library
Newspapers, Part I: 1800-1900.

27 Robert Anderson, “Learning: Education, Class and Culture” In 7he Victorian World, Ed. Martin Hewitt,
(London, UK: Routledge, 2012), 495.

28 Lee, Popular Press, 33.

2 Stephen Koss, 7he Rise and Fall of the Political Press in Britain: The Nineteenth Century, (Chapel Hill, NC:
University of North Carolina Press, 1981), 1.

3 Tee, Popular Press, 290.

31 Brown, VVictorian News, 73-74.
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Meet the Press: The Rise of Victorian era Newspapers

the main focus of newspapers can also be seen in the layouts of the newspapers themselves. In
the January 17, 1867 issue of the Daily News four of the first six articles on the second page
(the first, of course, being devoted to advertising) are related to politics.** By January 10, 1871
political news has been relegated behind war correspondence, sporting intelligence and an
article detailing the experiences of Parisians in London.?® In tandem with this move away from
politics as the primary topic for newspapers was a shift towards ‘new journalism’, although
this was initially seen as a political movement, which aimed to reemphasize politics, it quickly
became a movement towards a more commercial focus for newspapers.**

New Journalism represented a change in style for newspapers. Alan Lee summarizes the
changes:

[tThe most conspicuous feature of this mixture was typographical innovation aimed
at making the paper more readable. Cross-heads, shorter paragraphs, larger and more
informative headlines, and the increasing use of illustration all helped to break up the
drear monotony of the mid-Victorian daily. There was no sharp break with tradition,
and compared to post-1914 developments it all seemed very staid, but compared to the
newspaper of the 1850s, that of the 1890s looked very different.”

An example of this can be seen in Lloyd’s Weekly Newspaper which in the 1880s and 1890s
had the largest circulation of any newspaper in the Britain.* The January 8, 1854 issue consists
of twelve pages of tightly packed text, small headlines and no illustrations.”” The January 6,
1895 version now has twenty pages, and, although the text is still quite tight, it is broken up
by several illustrations and larger headlines.”® In addition to the change in layout, the content
of the papers was also changing. Throughout the newspapers of the 1880s and 1890s greater
space was being given to police news, celebrity gossip and excerpts from novels.?” In 1889 the
Penny Illustrated Paper introduced a column titded ‘How the World Wags” which provided
updates on the movements of, and happenings within, the royal family. This was characteristic
of the lightening in tone of newspapers in Britain towards the end of the Victorian era as New
Journalism took hold and newspapers moved towards an increasingly commercial outlook.

3 Daily News (London, England), Thursday, January 17, 1867; Issue 6460. British Library Newspapers, Part I:
1800-1900.

3 Daily News (London, England), Tuesday, January 10, 1871; Issue 7706. British Library Newspapers, Part I:
1800-1900.

3 Lee, Popular Press, 118-120.

35 Tbid, 120.

36 Brown, Victorian News, 52-53.

37 Ligyd’s Weekly Newspaper (London, England), Sunday, January 8, 1854; Issue 581. British Library Newspapers,
Part I: 1800-1900.

38 Lloyds Weekly Newspaper (London, England), Sunday, January 6, 1895; Issue 2720. British Library Newspapers,
Part 1: 1800-1900.

3 British Library Newspapers, Part I: 1800-1900.
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Tim Collard

The newspaper industry in Britain changed dramatically over the course of the
nineteenth-century. Technological advances and changes in public policy allowed newspapers
to be produced cheaply and in increasing numbers. The proliferation of new and growing
newspapers, in conjunction with increases in literacy and wages amongst the middle and
working classes of Britain saw a substantial growth in readership. As newspapers moved from a
politically motivated platform to an increasingly commercial one changes in content, style and
layout moved print media further away from its seventeenth century origins and towards the
modern press of the twentieth century. The Victorian Era, with its rapid industrialization and
urbanization would provide the ideal conditions for the birth of modern journalism and the
rise of an independent and commercial press.
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Literacy and Agency: An Alternative View of Nineteenth
Century British Pauper Emigrants

Darren Crawley

¥ There has been an unkind assumption that nineteenth century British emigrants
to Australasia were an illiterate, uneducated, unskilled degenerate mass that spilled out of the
very lowest level of industrial Britain’s social pyramid, being manipulated and directed away
from North American colonies that had received the best of Britain’s labor force. Possibly more
important and connected to such an assumption is the question of whether emigrants were
passive respondents to the socio-economic conditions and manipulations of both British and
Australian societies and authorities or, whether they were active participants in the emigration
process and to what degree emigrant agency had on the direction of their migration. Evidence
provides for an alternative interpretation that suggests that far from merely reacting to social
and economic conditions in nineteenth century Britain as pawns in the development of new
colonies, emigrants were aware of and actively engaged in the direction of their own lives. It
can be argued that for lower class nineteenth century British Emigrants to Australia and New
Zealand literacy was key in their desire for mobility and that they were just as motivated and
capable of and interested in mobility as their middle and upper class contemporaries.

The view of nineteenth century British working poor emigration to Australia as a
migration of paupers and criminals seems to have its origin in the motivations of both British
authorities who wished to rid themselves of the rising expense of poor laws by sending the
most dependant members of the poor to colonial regions and, the needs of Australian colonial
authorities to filter only the most valuable British workers into an increasingly demanding
colonial economy. Some authorities in nineteenth century Britain saw a convenient solution
to both the increasing burden of poor relief and the perceived social and moral failure of
colonies by transferring British social hierarchy to the colonies in an effort to rebuild them
in the image of the parent nation.! The failure of the British Empire’s colonies was seen as
the result of a divergence from the established social and economic hierarchy of the British
nation and, was connected to the independence of poor working class emigrants who it was
believed, needed the guidance of aristocratic land owners.? In an 1832 letter to Lord Earl Grey,
Dublin’s Archbishop Richard Whately expressed the idea that to leave such poor working-
class emigrants to develop “plebeian™ colonies without aristocratic supervision or a familiar
social hierarchy would result in a barbaric tribe of equals that would deviate from the parent
nation.* Whately stressed that too much money and labor was expended to maintain colonies
that did not thrive and develop as models of the parent nation® and he specifically pointed
to colonies of the needy supposedly populated by paupers and criminals who were “unfit to
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perpetuate [Britain’s] national character”.® His judgement of the quality of emigrants implied
a belief in the inferiority of lower working class poor as they were not deemed suitable to
be trusted with the development and administration of the British model of civilization in
colonial possessions.” As paupers and criminals dependant on poor aid and the guidance and
administration of aristocratic capitalist superiors the lower-class emigrants were not seen to
possess the same agency and engagement in their own lives as was evident in middle and upper
class British capitalists.®

The view of the poor as a subservient mass of labor with more modest aspirations
befitting an inferior status was shared by others who sought to recreate the social and economic
structure of Britain in colonial territories. In 1831 British politician and colonial administrator
Edward Gibbon Wakefield shared a similar view with Whately as was seen in his proposition
of an emigration scheme that would implement the “...replication of English conditions in
new systematic colonies that would meet the aspirations of respectable capitalists and working
migrants alike”.” Wakefield’s focus appeared to be less on emigration as a means for colonial
development and concerned more with emigration of the lower unemployed strata of British
society as a sort of “safety valve”' to relieve the social and economic pressures of unemployed
agricultural workers'!. For Wakefield, the poor and unemployed as an inferior class, respondent
to social and economic pressure represented a problem that could be disposed of through
emigration. Wakefield, like Whately, would have understood the unemployed poor as a class
that was dependant on a social hierarchy without the same degree of agency that was perceived
to be evident closer to the top of the social pyramid.

Such negative views of British emigrants extended to the colonies themselves as
Australian colonial authorities’ perception was that they were receiving immigrants that were
below average specimens of poor quality'?, illiterate, unskilled, and a residue’® that was left
after the United States had selected the best candidates. Colonial authorities’ demand for
workers from the upper strata of potential British working class emigrants could be seen as
evidence that the assumptions of men such as Whately and Wakefield were not limited to the
British parent nation. Whately, Wakefield and Australian colonial authorities saw working
poor emigrants as unconscious paupers and pawns in a greater scheme being selected and
directed based on perceived qualities, however; this view can be challenged by revealing that
lower-class emigrants were not merely an overflow of unwanted criminals from the lowest level
of society but that they were in fact literate and skilled, and were actively engaged participants
in and knowledgeable of the emigration process.

In 1831 the increasing economic demands of Australia coincided with a surplus
population of skilled agricultural workers in Britain. As a way to meet the needs of both
economies and societies emigration was put forth as a solution; however, the idea that
agricultural workers were directed by the push of unemployment alternatives such as industrial
or poorhouse labor and the pull of higher wages in and free passage to Australia and New
Zealand is not an accurate observation. The problem with such an observation is that Australia
and New Zealand did not seek immigrants only from the extremely poor unskilled British
proletariat who would have been most prone to changing economic and social conditions
but rather, favored the upper strata of British agricultural and domestic labor' found in
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Literacy and Agency: An Alternative View of Nineteenth Century British Pauper Emigrants

what Rosalind R. McClean described as “...high wage industrial counties where wages from
agriculture were also high and unemployment in the agricultural sector generally low’."
The implication of this geographic and economic selection is that such secure and well paid
agricultural labor would need incentives other than socio-economic factors to influence
migration. Factors such as the great distance to Australasia would have been weighed against
potential financial assistance available to cover the cost of passage in order to justify migration
and this suggests that potential emigrants of the upper levels of the poor were able to be self-
selecting to some degree rather than being directed toward emigration.'® Although emigration
agents from Australia and New Zealand preferred to induce emigration in what they perceived
as more suitable workers by implementing a system of assistance that was biased against the
very poor as a form of quality control, the agency of less fortunate potential emigrants was
also a part of the selection process. For agricultural workers who lived in times and regions
where cyclical overpopulation and unemployment were present the process of being selected
could be difficult but the desire for mobility and the agency of such potential emigrants can
still be seen in their knowledge and utilization of agencies, destinations, and selection processes
suggesting at least a practical degree of education and literacy.

The connection between literacy and emigration is considered by Eric Richards to be
the main contributing factor to the ability of British nineteenth century poor emigrants to
influence the direction of their emigration.' Literacy statistics from 1841 provide evidence
that British emigrants to Australia were at a much greater level of literacy than either their
home or destination populations and this suggests a link with a more educated origin in the
upper levels of the poor."” For Richards the implication of literacy is that it was related to
a potential emigrant’s capacity to understand and take advantage of opportunities available
through poor law, parish aid, and colonial emigration agencies. Literacy allowed for a greater
understanding of emigration schemes and the overall process as well as providing valuable
specific information regarding geography, benefits and costs.?” Richards suggests that literacy
gave potential emigrants a greater confidence and impetus to explore the idea of migrating
as he comments that the more literate who were considering emigration “...had a greater
inclination to migrate, possessed a greater opportunity to do so, and knew better how to
take advantage of the opportunity when it was offered by the agents of New South Wales”.?!
Education and literacy were the products of urbanization and industrialization and that far
from limiting emigrants such urbanization and industrialization were as Eric Richards remarks
the .. liberating factor[s]...”** in the potential mobility of the working poor of Victorian
Britain.?

The idea that education and literacy made it possible for potential emigrants to have
readily made use of information in the selection process suggests that there had to be a diffusion
of information to begin with and this is counter to the view that only the push and pull of
economic variables was causal in nineteenth century British emigration. In contrast to Richard’s
reliance on empirical data Paul Hudson suggests that rather than providing an account of
emigration based only on observed quantitative statistical data that points to socio-economic
factors, additional evidence for emigrant agency can be seen in how they utilized available
information.?* For Hudson understanding emigrant agency involved examining how they
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chose destinations as the result of the diffusion of information related to destination colonies
and selection processes compared with other socio-economic factors.”> Hudson goes further by
suggesting that it was not only the availability of information but to what degree it existed as a
“...catalyst for emigration® compared with other influences such as chain migration implying
a greater degree of self-selection and participation by potential emigrants in the direction of
their emigration.”’ Potential emigrants’ agency was evident in their utilization of various
forms of information including emigration agencies, personal contacts, and correspondence.
A relationship between emigration agents and emigrants evolved out of several methods of
information diffusion as it related to selecting possible destinations. Although emigration
agencies such as the New Zealand Company were skilled at marketing Australasian colonies
to potential emigrants in an attempt to direct them away from North American destinations
potential emigrants were adaptive in their selection of information sources. Australasian
colonial agencies made extensive use of the local press, clergy, and parish officials in Britain as
well as delivering lecture tours that provided potential emigration applicants with information
through direct personal connections.” The diffusion of information regarding the particulars
of destinations in Australia and New Zealand also took the form of emigrants themselves
who had purchased land in Australia, New Zealand, or the Cape Colonies. Such land owners
were sought out by potential emigrants not only for colonial information but also for their
potential as employers for other emigrants once they had arrived in a colony.” The exchange
of information between emigrants in the form of chain migration also presented the potential
emigrant with a personal and valuable insight into the process of emigration as well as experience
of colonial prospects through correspondence with relatives who had already migrated.*’
Historian Robin Haines observation that the correspondence between colonists and their
British relatives who lived in very diverse and geographically distant locations throughout
Britain stimulated emigration®' is evidence that not only were emigrants literate but that they
did not rely only on information from government or colonial agencies who targeted specific
regions or populations. Evidence that literate emigrants were actively and, more importantly,
independently secking other forms of information through correspondence suggests as
Charlotte Erickson claims that “...it was the flow of information that was concomitant with
chain migration that propelled further movement abroad”.** Emigrant literacy as a necessary
part of correspondence appeared to be an important factor in the ebb and flow of information
and people between Britain and Australasia. Such diffusion of information from various
sources was seized upon by emigrants with the capacity to use it to make informed choices®
rather than respond only to economic or social forces. Emigration agencies may have used
various methods to attempt to direct emigrants to particular destinations, however; potential
emigrants could be seen as self-selecting in that they were educated, discerning, and strategic
in their use of information supplied by agencies. Paul Hudson emphasizes the capacity of
potential emigrants to astutely probe agencies for more information when he says that “[m]
any letters from applicants mention the benefits of South Australia compared to New Zealand,
or the opportunities available in the United States...”** implying that they were attempting to
educate themselves by extracting more information from agencies in an effort to decide on the
destination that would provide them with the best prospects.

Which destination presented the best prospects was generally determined by what
type of employment or skills were required from those wishing to emigrate and in this regard
14
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literacy is again seen to have played a significant role in the movement of people. An example
can be seen in the high literacy rates of women employed as skilled servants and shopkeepers in
eastern Australia between 1837 and 1850.° Among female servants and shopkeepers seventy
seven percent were able to both read and write at a high level suggesting literacy as a preferred
skill of employers in particular occupations and an important consideration in potential
emigrants’ choice of destination.’® The connection of literacy to gender appears to have been
an important factor in emigration as Robin Haines notes that among poor emigrants women
were more likely to be literate than their husbands.”” Greater literacy among poor and working
class women presents the possibility that it provided them with a tool to better assess the
employment potential of destinations than men and by accessing information published in
various emigrant hand books and guides were able to a significantly influence a family’s choice
of destination implying that women had a greater role in mobility.”® Emigrants then were more
than passive respondents concerned only with escaping social or economic conditions as the
choice of where to emigrate to was as Paul Hudson observed equally important as the decision
to emigrate at all. |

Contrary to Richard Whately’s view that emigrants from the bottom of the British social
pyramid did not perpetuate the national character of the parent nation it could be argued
in retrospect that they exhibited many of the same qualities as their middle and upper class
countrymen. An earnestness and desire for mobility, literacy as evidence of their membership
in the urbanization and industrialization of Britain, Agency as seen in their resourcefulness and
engagement in the emigration process, and an awareness of the direction of their lives rather
than being reactive pawns in the social and economic schemes and manipulations of elites all
point to a movement of people that were far more than paupers and criminals.
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Controversy, Conditions, and Caring for Captive
Nonhuman Animals

Chelsea Gimson

¥ Controversy around the captivity of [nonhuman] animals has increased over the past
few decades as humans further acknowledge the harm that can be done to animals in certain
captive conditions. The extent to which certain captive settings are viewed as acceptable, or
non-acceptable, has a large range. Some forms of captivity, such as laboratories, are usually
viewed more negatively than captivity in the form of household pets; whereas zoos and aquaria
become more complicated as there are seemingly more factors to consider, depending on
the specific species and enclosure conditions. All animals, human and nonhuman, should
be entitled to their own lives and the right to avoid suffering. The fact that humans cannot
communicate with nonhuman animals in the same way that they can with other humans has
led many to objectify animals and disregard the fact that nonhuman animals, though they may
not be able to speak to us using human language, can suffer. When an animal is taken into
captivity by humans, the animal is no longer in control of where they can go and are limited
to what they can do and when they can do it. If humans are going to continue to restrict
such basic daily activities of animals by keeping them in captivity, then as humans, we need
to assume responsibility for these animals and ensure that everything necessary is done to
optimize their well-being.

Many forms of nonhuman animal captivity exist in our contemporary world. Billions
of animals are held captive and killed in the food industry; thousands are kept in laboratories,
zoos, and aquaria; and millions as pets in our households.! Numerous captivity institutions
— such as laboratories and factory farms — are essentially invisible to people because of their
locations in remote, often desolate areas that cannot be readily located.? This differs from other
normalized institutions of captivity that individuals are encouraged to be a part of, such as pet-
keeping, zoos, and aquaria. This normalization has made it difficult for individuals to view pet-
keeping, zoos, and aquaria in the same category of captivity as factory farms and laboratories.’

Though the nature of captivity differs, some sort of confinement is a required element of
a captive life. This includes both literal confinement [such as a cage] and figurative confinement
[uncaged but kept by humans]. To hold an animal captive is to keep them in a condition
where they are confined and controlled, and are reliant on their captors to satisfy their basic
needs.” Different animals respond differently to being captives: domesticated animals like cats
and dogs live with us as companions and often are well-cared for, living happy lives in captivity
if they are well fed, have companionship, enough exercise, and other interests satisfied.® Other
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domestic animals have lives filled with suffering as they are raised and slaughtered for food,
or live miserably in laboratories.” The types of captivity that will be focused on primarily
are houschold pets and zoo animals. Both have become normalized in our contemporary
world and because of this, a lot of people seem to neglect how these animals came to be, the
unsuitable conditions some of them are kept in, and that their well-being ultimately depends
on how we provide for them.

Many people, without a doubt, view and refer to their household companions as friends
and family before they would consider them captives. One of the most common household
pets is the domestic dog, Canis familiaris. Through selective breeding, humans have designed
dogs, over thousands of years [at least 14,000], to become domesticated and dependent on us
for their survival.® Dogs were originally kept for work [to hunt, herd, and guard], but during
the nineteenth century, dogs transitioned from working animals to companions and family
animals.” Keeping a pet is a voluntary choice that has continued to last due to strong human-
animal bonds.!’ Having a pet can satisfy the human need for companionship, as well as provide
emotional attachment and support, happiness, entertainment, physical activeness, and social
interaction with other people.!!

Although few people consider their dogs to be captives, this does not change the fact
that they easily meet the criteria of living a captive life. Pet dogs are “constitutionally captive” as
domestication has produced a resultant captive species that lives within human society, where
no “wild” dog truly exists anymore.'* A dog who is not captive, wouldn’t really be a dog at all.
Even if we desired so, we cannot give most of our houschold pets the “freedom” to be wild. For
a domesticated species to roam free and live a life without human attachment would be more
dangerous for them. Dogs are so social that even if they were let free they would choose to
remain with humans or at least within human society where they know they can get a reliable
source of food. For dogs, there is no option to “return to the wild” and no future for a “wild-
domestic” dog — this species was selected to be kept. Thus freedom, in this sense is not relevant
for such deeply domesticated animals."

While having dogs in captivity has in an obscure sense enabled their existence, there
are also many negative consequences of recent artificial selection to obtain particular breeds of
dogs. Dog breeds have differing physical features and behavioral tendencies but many disorders
have resulted because of selective breeding for particular features, especially via inbreeding.'*
We have bred dogs [and other domesticated animals] to have characteristics that are pleasing
to us, but harmful to them.” For example, Sryingeomyelia occurs in Cavalier King Charles
spaniel, where the brain grows too large for its skull resulting in brain swelling, neurological
damage, and severe pain because of the human preference for a small-headed dog.'® One of
the more contemporary examples is that of “Teacup” dogs — Toy dogs that are bred to be tinier
versions of already small dogs, making them extremely fragile and prone to health issues.

Other types of pets, such as fish are often overlooked. But fish are intelligent animals
who can feel pain and require environmental stimulation. Fish are treated more as merchandise
and ornamental pets than any other animal. This becomes especially apparent through studies
that show that many people do not mourn at all for their fish once it has passed on since they
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can be easily replaced.!” The bond between humans and fish in this case just doesn’t seem as
strong as the bond between humans and dogs, primarily because of their low maintenance and
the lack of our sociability with them. Since fish are meant to dwell in large bodies of water,
it seems wrong to keep them for decoration purposes, in bowls or aquariums. Even if they
are well-maintained aquariums, they cannot compare to open waters.'® Additionally, exotic
animals [such as some birds, primates, large wildcats, and snakes] should not be captured and
kept in houschold settings — the space available to them is simply too small compared to what
they are used to in the wild. Many individuals falsely believe that it is fine to release their exotic
pets back into the wild if they no longer want them. Having been raised by humans, these
animals often have no survival skills and usually die from starvation, exhaustion, predators, or
vehicle contact.”” However, if they do survive after release, these animals can become invasive
species, having serious implications on the balance of the ecosystem and often negatively
impacting the species that are already present.

Unfortunately, not all people take care of the animals they have brought into their
homes. Human control over domesticated animals has, in some cases, led to their mistreatment
and abuse. There are many cases where people take in an unusually large number of animals,
leading to animal hoarding. These animals are not provided with adequate care and their living
conditions are filthy and unsafe for their well-being.? Others simply get bored of their pets,
but instead of trying to rehome them, they simply get neglected. These are the types of extreme
situations that make pet-keeping seem so wrong. But until, due to some unforeseen reason,
people stop breeding domesticated animals, ceasing them to exist, we have a responsibility and
obligation to care for them and provide them with all their needs. These domestic animals were
created by humans, and only exist because of us, so providing them with love and care when
they are brought into our vicinity is the least we could do for them.

Other forms of captivity are zoos and aquaria. Modern zoos that display captive animals
for education purposes and public amusement emerged in the mid-eighteenth century.!
Most of these early zoos did not know how to care for wild animals and kept them [alone]
in enclosures that were too small and indoors with limited access to air and sunlight, and
that were not being fed appropriate foods.”> Most artificial environments did not provide
the opportunity for animals to interact with their surroundings in ways that were essential
to their sensory and cognitive development, or that allowed them to engage in their essential
species-typical behaviors.?? These animals did not live long and if they did, they developed
abnormal behaviors, known as stereotypies. This includes behaviors such as repetitive pacing
[common in large carnivores], monotonous swaying [common in elephants], hair-plucking or
over-grooming [common in primates, birds, and cats], head-rolling, and rocking — behaviors
that are rarely, if ever, seen in animals in the wild.24 Stereotypies in zoo animals are indicative
of discontent and stress and can have deleterious effects on animal reproduction and health.
This behavior is not only an indicator of poor animal welfare but it also brings concern to the

public.”

As zoos became more established, zoo staff learned more about caring for captive
animals, improving the enclosures in attempts to closely match the animals’ wild habitat.*®
However, while these changes were an improvement, many zoos still did not have optimal
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conditions. The unsuitable conditions that many zoos kept their animals in, along with the
abnormal animal behaviors that resulted because of it, became an animal welfare concern, and
eventually led to the development of environmental enrichment. This is a concept that describes
how captive animals’ environments can be enhanced to better suit the inhabitant based on
their behavioral biology and natural history.?”” The goal is to enhance animal welfare by making
changes to enclosures. This includes identifying and providing key environmental stimuli;
providing a naturalistic environment — that is, one that accurately represents an animal’s
natural wild environment; providing a realistic environment — one that allows the animal to
function naturally; and husbandry practices to increase behavioral diversity, normal species
behaviors, and reduce abnormal behavior.?®

Even though many environmental enrichment strategies have improved captive
conditions, artificial environments still have a negative impact on the sensory behavior of these
animals, mainly because humans are still, in most cases, unaware of captive environmental
sensory elements that an animal may find stressful.”” Such sensory elements include
unnaturally intense or constant sound, exposure to irregular lighting conditions, the odor
or sight of adversaries, the elimination of scent-marks during cage cleaning, and/or rough
substrates [such as wire, concrete, tiles] used in enclosures.?® In the wild, animals can generally
avoid stressful sensory stimuli and carry out behavioral activities when they desire. In contrast,
captive animals have limited to no control over the timing, duration, and/or nature of sensory
elements they are exposed to and are unable to escape from them.’!

In terms of sound, a lot remains unknown about most species’ auditory ranges. This
lack of knowledge does not allow for adequate assessment of the auditory risks to animal
welfare. Our own limited human capacity to detect sounds differs from animals and thus
anthropogenic sound that is not detectable by humans may be extremely stressful to nonhuman
animals in captivity.32 In modern facilities that hold captive animals, high levels and varying
frequencies of unnatural noise are commonly produced.*® Behavioral and physiological arousal
are common stress responses exhibited by animals in response to intense noise. This impacts
some animals’ blood pressure and heart rate and can also negatively impact pregnant animals

and their offspring.34

Lighting conditions in captive settings also pose potential problems for nonhuman
animals as they are normally designed for human convenience. The photoperiod is artificially
altered to suit human requirements and not to represent natural light conditions.”> The
intensity and composition of the lights used can also have a negative effect on animal welfare
as they can restrict access to specific wavelengths of light essential for the optimal well-being
of many animals. For example, many bird species detect ultraviolet wavelength and use these
wavelengths to receive information about foraging, social interactions, and mate choice. Thus,
these short wavelengths of light are necessary for optimal perception of the birds’ surroundings
and for interactions with other birds.36

For many animals in captivity, the odors they are exposed to can be a great source of
distress. This is seen in prey animals in captivity that are exposed to the smell of predators.
This has been highly observed in animals such as rats, hedgehogs, and cotton-top tamarins
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upon exposure to predator odor, causing increased blood pressure, anxiety-like behavior, and
increased defensive behavior. For animals who use odors to mark territory and as chemical cues
to indicate reproductive status, the removal of such scent cues by routine cage cleaning, can
cause an animal to be stressed.”’”

When ambient temperatures deviate from a captive animal’s preferred range, they
do not have the ability to migrate to a more comfortable location elsewhere. It is common
for zoo animals to be exposed to temperatures that their species is not adapted for such as
elephants, lions, and giraffes, who evolved in warmer climates, that are kept in temperate
zone zoos with significantly colder temperatures at certain times of year. Same goes for colder
climate species such as penguins and polar bears, who are kept in locations where snow rarely
occurs.’® Extreme temperatures that an animal does not prefer are proven to be well-known
sources of discomfort and distress. Not only do optimal temperatures differ between different
species of animals, but also between conspecifics, depending on their body weight.*” Choice of
substrates for enclosures also affect temperature by potentially hindering an animal’s ability to
thermoregulate as different substrates gain and lose heat at different speeds. Providing captive
animals with complex and diverse ranges of substrates can help with thermoregulation as well
as support a more diverse range of behavioral opportunities, and thus reduce stress.“0

One of the greatest potential stressors for animals in captivity is restricted movement
due to small cage size.*' Species home range size in the wild is usually always larger than it is in
captivity. An animals’ overall activity diminishes when they are in enclosures that are too small.
It is also common for suppressed growth to occur — a common physiological consequence of
chronic stress.*’ Ensuring captive animals have the space they require is essential to avoid these
problems. However, for some animals, changing enclosure size can have little to no effect on
behavior, and not all animals prefer the largest available living areas. Species natural history
is thus an essential predictor of an animal’s response to confinement as well as their required
enclosure size. Unfortunately, many animals in captivity [especially domestic ones] have limited
to no data regarding natural habitat use. If this is the case, then the focus of importance should
shift from the guantity of space available to the animal, to the quality of that space.43

In captivity, animals have limited ability to distance or conceal themselves from one
another and/or from human caretakers. This lack of sufficient retreat space can be a stressor for
many species of captive animals and hinder their well-being.* Adding retreat spaces to animal
enclosures improves many indicators of animal welfare. These retreat spaces also become useful
for remedying the “visitor effect” observed in some animals — occurring when visitor behaviors
affect animals’ behavior and level of arousal.*> This has been best documented with nonhuman
primates who have been known to direct more behavior and higher activity at active audiences.
However, in other animals, human presence leads to reduced species-typical behaviors and
activity levels [as seen in cotton-top tamarins], as well as increased pacing [as seen in leopards].*¢

For zoos and aquaria, retreat space becomes an issue in terms of trying to balance what
might be best for an animal’s well-being and the expectation to provide guests with visible
animals that they paid to see. In some cases, zoos employ forced lockouts, where animals are
barred from entering their off-exhibit holding areas [their retreat space] during the hours that
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the zoo is open to the public.?” To also be as fair as possible to zoos regarding this matter,
many zoos underlying intention is to increase guest-animal interactions to encourage a sense
of empathy and connectedness that is essential to improving humans’ attitudes and behaviors
towards conservation. Most accredited zoos aim to present animals to visitors in a way that
conveys information regarding their natural history and promotes positive attitudes towards
these animals and their natural environments, with the hope of using this connection to make
more environmentally friendly choices that will benefit wildlife.”* However, no matter what
the intention is, forced proximity and contact with humans can be detrimental to animal well-
being.?’

Due to the inescapable physical and/or psychological suffering that many captive
animals experience, many individuals believe that unless there is a very good, justified reason
for keeping animals captive, we should release them.”® However, for most captive animals,
release would only result in their death. A lot of the animals’ wild habitats are being destroyed,
so in some cases they may have no wild home they can return to. Even if there are wild
environments where they can be returned, most captive animals have lost their independence
and would not be able to survive on their own.’' This has been seen with orca whales, such as
Keiko, who was captured from the Atlantic Ocean at the age of two, to star in Free Willy. At
the age of 20, the attempt to have him rehabilitated for release ended up being unsuccessful.
He began following fishing boats, seeking human care, and choosing to stay alongside them,
even though he could live a free life in the ocean.’” In many cases, once animals have grown
accustomed to being around humans, they no longer see them as a threat and believe that
humans will continue to provide for them. This dependence on humans is one of the many
difficulties associated with reintroduction to the wild. In fact, success rates of reintroduction
are fairly low, never going above 50 percent.’

The contemporary purpose and justification of zoos focuses on research, education,
and conservation.54 However, research done in zoos, primarily behavioral research, is highly
questionable, as captive animals behave quite differently from their wild counterparts. While
this research doesn’t allow for accurate “wild” behavioral representations, it has allowed zoos
to learn about how an animal behaves in captivity and in turn, keep the animals in better
conditions.” However, as Dale Jamieson says, “the fact that zoo research contributes to
improving conditions in zoos is not a reason for having them. If there were no zoos, there
would be no need to improve them.”*® With currently more than 800,000 captive animals in
[The Association of Zoos and Aquariums] AZA-accredited facilities, zoo conservation efforts
don’t always justify keeping animals captive either.”” That is a lot of animals to hold captive —
surely keeping this many animals captive is not essential and should not be justifiable to keep
conservation efforts in order. While some zoos have helped fund research and conservation
efforts, most havent, and many other organizations support conservation efforts withour
holding animals captive. As mentioned previously, many zoos respond to this criticism by
claiming that their major goal is not direct conservation, but educating zoo visitors so that they
can become actively engaged in conservation efforts.”®

Zoos will continue to exist for many years to come. For some species, such as chimpanzees,
remaining in zoos may be the best option if there is really nowhere else for them to go. Rescue
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animals in zoos fall under this situation. The Calgary Zoo’s grizzly bear, Skoki, went from a
wild bear, to a problem bear, to a rescue bear. He was introduced to human food and became
acclimated to them and reliant on them for food. After countless negative encounters with
humans, he was relocated to the z0o.” Instead of euthanizing the bear, relocating him seemed
like the more responsible choice since it was careless human actions that put Skoki in this
position. Some endangered species are extinct in the wild and can only be found in captivity,
such as the Guam Kingfisher. This bird was endemic to the United States Territory of Guam
Island in the Pacific Ocean but has been extirpated due to the introduction of brown tree
snakes. It is now extinct in the wild and can only be found in zoos’ captive breeding programs.®0
However, for large mammals such as elephants, who are long-lived, socially complex, and
highly intelligent animals, continued captivity is not the best option as no zoo environment is
adequate to satisfy their need for space and companionship.®1 In addition to elephants, large
carnivores, cetaceans, and many birds cannot thrive in captivity.62 Many cetaceans die during
capture, but if they make it to captivity, they display their own types of stereotypies, similar
to captive land animals.®> Orca and beluga lifespans are commonly reduced by between 10-50
years when they are kept in captivity.%

One of the most controversial animals to keep in captivity are polar bears. Since
they spend their lives roaming the Arctic, no enclosure is large enough to satisfy their space
requirements. In 1999, the Calgary Zoo closed its controversial polar bear exhibit after the
death of their last polar bear, Misty. Now, nearly 18 years later, they are considering having polar
bears return. Misty was a good example of why polar bears should not be kept in captivity — she
suffered from arthritis, a bad back, and loneliness until she was euthanized.® Both Misty, and
the other polar bear, Snowball, who died in 1996, were given the human anti-depressant drug
Prozac to control their erratic behavior and try make them “happier.”°6 Many conservation
groups say that zoos need to stop trying to focus on bringing in “box office” animals.”” Even
though zoos claim they have certain animals for conservation [which might be partially true],
their underlying motive seems to be drawing in an audience to pull in more money.*®

Lastly, all forms of captivity raise questions pertaining to animals’ liberty, autonomy,
and dignity.”” When our options are constrained or we are forced to do something, then our
liberty is being violated. Captivity deprives an individual of their freedom — of their liberty —
and can easily make one’s life go poorly as they cannot satisfy their desires and live the lives
they want. Even if one is provided with the basic necessities to live a good life, and their liberty
is denied, their life is not necessarily bad, but it would be bezzer if they were able to provide
themselves with these things, free from captive control, despite how much love or kindness
they may be receiving.”’ Animals that are in captivity experiencing stress and stereotypies are
often the direct result of their liberty being violated. They are not free to choose when to eat,
who to be around, and are limited in their ability to avoid disturbing sensory stimuli in their
enclosure, causing them to suffer.”!

However, to recognize liberty as intrinsically valuable, one must be autonomous. It can
be argued that animals are not autonomous, as it is not clear if they possess the advanced
cognitive capacities required, making pain-free captivity not objectionable.”” Instead, it is
proposed that animals are non-autonomous as their interest in liberty is only instrumental, not
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intrinsic as it is for humans.” In terms of dignity, when animals are forced to look or behave
like something that they are not, they are being denied their dignity.”* When animals become
part of a human context [such as in captivity], we prevent them from controlling their own
lives by altering their appearances and trying to change how they behave, but by doing so we
deny them their dignity, even if it doesn’t cause obvious suffering.”® Captive animals are made
to become “decent for human society” and this is precisely what it means to deny them their

dignity.

Overall, many ethical questions concerning animal welfare are raised when it comes
to captivity. Whether it be animals kept in our households or animals locked in zoos, they
are dependent on us for everything they need to survive. Even if there was enough money,
knowledge, and desire to create environments where all captive animals had their behavioral,
physical, and psychological needs met — nutritious food, socialization opportunities, adequate
space requirements, the ability to engage in species-typical behaviors and avoid stressful stimuli —
there are still other factors, such as an animals’ liberty, autonomy, and dignity, that makes keeping
animals in captivity seem unacceptable in most cases. Although there is opposition towards
household and zoo animal captivity, most individuals acknowledge that neither of these practices
will yet cease to exist. Thus, humans need to do their best to ensure that captive animals are taken
care of professionally and humanely to maximize their well-being.
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Sir Gawain and The Green Knight:
Is it Right for a Knight to be Submissive?
An Analysis of Lines 1290-1318

Emily Grant

¥ Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is an Arthurian romance originating in the
late fourteenth-century. In that time, people were very familiar with the genre of romance,
the duty of a knight, and the notion of courtly love. Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is the
account of Gawain, a knight from the court of King Arthur, who finds himself playing games
that challenge his knightly honour and personal freedom. Some of these games have clear
rules and a winner, while others have unspoken or unclear terms. Throughout the poem, and
particularly in the section of lines 1290-1318, the author of the text uses literary techniques
such as a demanding tone and passive diction to convey a tense interaction between Gawain
and the Lady of the Castle. This tension is seen through Gawain’s idleness and unwillingness
to take control in his dealings with Lady Bertilak. These seemingly unknightly and submissive
responses draw the reader’s attention to the question of whether a knight should act of his own
accord or if it is better that he always be submissive to someone else’s command. Through tone
and word choice, the author features Gawain’s inferiority to Lady Bertilak thus highlighting his
belief that a knight’s due place is in a submissive role.

A Knight is to be brave, noble, and defend the honour of himself and others. However,
in Fitt I1, along with these common terms, Gawain sets his own standards of what it means
to be a knight through the description of the pentangle on the shield he wears. With five sets
of five precepts, Gawain places upon himself an extraordinary amount of pressure in what a
knight should look like and how he should behave. A Knight, according to Gawain, must be
“virtuous, loyal, and kind” (634-635). His senses must be flawless, his “fingers never at fault,”
(641) his faith must be grounded in the wounds of Christ and the joy of Mary, he must be
friendly to his fellow men, and have a politeness that is based on purity and pity. There is
limited room for error and personal unwillingness in the standards Gawain has set. These
precepts become a struggling point for Gawain as the author explores what it means to be a

knight.

A common theme up to this point in the story is that Gawain never has a say in the
games he finds himself playing. He is a pawn in the court of King Arthur. Stepping up to
take the place of Arthur against the Green Knight was his duty; it was what, as a knight, he
was made to do. Once again, Gawain finds himself powerless in a game arranged by Lord

31

Tue Arric: THE ST. MARY’S UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF UNDERGRADUATE PAPERS
Fall 2018, Volume 5, Number 1




Emily Grant

Bertilak. With no say in the matter, Gawain is forced to play a game in which he is told they
will swap winnings at the end of the day. It is because of his duty Gawain has no choice; he
must be polite and obey. The author addresses the theme of knightly autonomy and whether
happiness is rooted in submission to the will of others or personal power and freedom. The
poem consequently shows that in the times when Gawain is alone and has power his emotional
state is no happier than when he is around others. This is demonstrated by a change in tone
and diction in lines 1309- 1318. There is movement from passive language, where Gawain
responds “Very well, ... Let it be your wish” (1302) to an active and demanding tone with
word choices like “Rapidly” (1309) and “Marches” (1311). Within this change, the author
shows no signs of contentment for Gawain. The tone implies that Gawain is tense and uneasy;
it also suggests that autonomy is not something the author believes brings happiness.

Throughout the poem there is great emphasis on overcoming obstacles and challenges,
however the number of challenges or games a knight can handle at one time is unknown.
Nevertheless, in this text the author implies that any more than two is paralyzing to a knight.
The passage starts with the author of the poem attempting to grasp at what it means to be a
knight in a tone that is belittling of Gawain. Evidence of this is seen in the line “she glanced
at him, laughed and gave her good-bye” (1290). Gawain should have wished the lady well in
return because politeness is a virtue he seeks to embody. The tone of the author and lack of
response from Gawain leads the reader to believe that Gawain has been almost paralyzed by
the game the Lady has forced upon him. It confirms that Gawain is in an inferior position
because he was unable to end their interaction on his own terms. This line sets the tone for the
remainder of the passage and his game with Lady Bertilak. Gawain has found himself in his
own room as merely a pawn for the amusement of the Lady.

The knightly code Gawain has established puts forth the notion that in all a knight
does, they should take pride in their performance and use their abilities to uphold their dignity
and status. Lady Bertilak continues to taunt Gawain by saying, “May the Lord repay you for
your prize performance” (1292). The reader is then left to question what performance Gawain
has given. Gawain is polite, but it is important to note that he is given no other choice in
the matter. It would have been unknightly for him to refuse the lady’s presence because to
be uncharitable goes against his personal code of virtue. Gawain is challenged to look at his
actions. He is forced to think not just of the game in which he has found himself presently,
but also of the wagers he made with the Green Knight and Lord Bertilak and how he has
performed in them. Gawain must evaluate the consequences of the game he has found himself
playing and the impact it will have on in his game with Lord Bertilak. Gawain assumes an
idle response because he never actually gave a “prize performance” to the Lady, to the Green
Knight, or as of yet, to Lord Bertilak. Gawain receives a sobering reality check that even his
responses have been sanctioned for him, and that to remain polite, he must be docile.

Tension is caused by the question of whether a knight can ever be in control of his

own choices, let alone his own fate. Gawain is not the only one who questions his actions and
. . . - .

responses. Lady Bertilak continues to taunt him by saying “but I know that Gawain could
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never be your name” (1293). The response Gawain gives is far from one of bravery and honour.
Once again Gawain assumes a submissive and idle role in questioning her, “but why not?”
(1294). Gawain is so “afraid that some fault in his manners had failed him” (1295) that he
fails to defend his own honour. Perhaps Gawain recognizes that he is at the Lady’s disposal and
it would do him no good to try to use words to defend his own name. It is also possible that
Gawain does not defend his own honour because he does not know how to take control of a
situation. He has always acted out of submission and duty and this situation is no different. If
Gawain were to try to defend his name and honour he would not be pitiful. Pity is a knightly
standard he set for himself. The paradox of his knightly title is that he will never be able to
satisfy all the sanctions he has given himself or that others have put on him. Therefore, he will
always be in a submissive state. Lady Bertilak acknowledges Gawain’s passivity and continues
to assume a dominant role in the conversation. Gawain’s lack of response is evident of the toll
that responsibilities and games have taken on him. Gawain is trapped in a position in which no
matter how he responds he is in the wrong. Therefore, it is best that he be polite and submissive
to whoever’s presence he is in. This is seen in his response, “Let it be as you wish. I shall kiss at
your command, as becomes a knight” (1302-1303). Gawain’s duty is to respond and not to act.

The knightly code that Gawain has set for himself abides in purity, politeness, and all
friendliness but leaves out how he views himself in relation to others. Gawain’s autonomy is
once again called into question. By his nature, as a knight, he is expected to kiss her, and when
called out on that fact he must submit to her wish. Gawain easily submits because he has no
choice. His idle responses in earlier situations allowed him some autonomy and to hold his
own ground, but Gawain now has a chance to win something to trade with Lord Bertilak. This
kiss, however, has deep implications. If he kisses Lady Bertilak, it challenges his purity, but if he
stands his ground, it tests his politeness. To solve this dilemma for Gawain, Lady Bertilak acts
and “cradles him in her arms ... then kisses the Knight” (1305-1306). The author reveals that
in the end Gawain was okay with his submissiveness to temptation and breaking his code of
purity through the change in tone, diction, and emotion in line 1313. The author says he “was
merry and amused till the moon had silvered the view”. This could signify Gawain is confused
or simply that he felt no remorse for his action. This second option signifies that the author
believes a knight should not feel guilty for their actions if they are in response to power other
than their own. Through this, the author suggests that when knights are subject to courtly
love and a lady’s desire they are to be submissive in every situation because it takes away the
problem of trying to decide which precept to obey.

The author of the poem suggests that a knight’s due place is not in a dominant role and
that there is no benefit for a knight to act on their own accord. This is finally demonstrated
through the change in tone at the end of the passage. Much like how the passage feels rushed
when the Lady is not around, when Gawain is in the presence of others, the tone becomes light
once again. This is demonstrated when the author says, “No man felt more at home tucked
in between those two, ... their gladness grew and grew” (1315-1318). Gawain is at ease while
being submissive. This seemingly unknightly attribute of submissiveness becomes a shining
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example of knighthood because of the element of dutifulness that it contains. Through
submission, Gawain can better serve the people around him.

Through the diction and word choice of the author, Gawain’s autonomy is brought into
question, and it is perhaps highlighted best within this passage. As his interaction with the
Lady of the Castle suggests, he feels obliged to consistently submit to the wills of those around
him, despite the potential complications of other relationships or the bigger picture. When his
character is brought into question, he yields to the will of the Lady and in doing so he “wins”
(in this case, by gaining a kiss and something to trade with Lord Bertilak). Gawain’s actions,
because of his status in King Arthur’s court, become the symbol of collective knightliness and
reflects the author’s stance on all knights. The interaction between Gawain and the Lady of the
Castle, temptation, and by defect Lord Bertilak, draws out the author’s belief that it is proper
for a knight to be submissive to everything in every situation.
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¥ Beat Generation writer Gary Snyder’s political manifesto “Four Changes” and his
later poem “The Bath” both contain elements that foreshadow Feminist theory and Marxist
ideology. Close readings from Snyder’s work in historical context shed light on the evolution of
hegemony' in America which influenced the writing of both Raymond Williams and Monique
Wittig. Furthermore, comparisons drawn from authors and scholarly critiques of the pervasive
theories will augment discussion of how Snyder’s writing possesses rudiments of Marxist
ideology and Feminist theory that augur the second wave of feminism in America.

In order to understand why Snyder’s statements in “Four Changes” and poetics in “The
Bath” foreshadow the evolution of hegemony in America during the 1950s and 60s, one must
first understand the dominant ideology of the period. Following World War II, America had
the task of reforming its national identity and it did so by prompting a style of nationalism
which encouraged citizens to conform to the American dream. A steady, well-paying job
for the man of the house, a house equipped with every modern appliance, a white picket
fence around the yard and the nuclear family glued to the television watching baseball were
the epitome of this dream. This was the dream that had been sold to the American public
since the 1930s through Herbert Hoover’s famous slogan “a chicken in every pot and a car in
every garage” which demonstrates how Americans were encouraged to take part in a society
built on consumption and the acquisition of material goods (Hoover 1). In essence, America
was formed into a consumer society. Not only did hegemonic thinkers in America stress
consumption, but they corralled people into heterosexual nuclear families which they deemed
the “norm”. Americans were motivated by images they saw on television and heard on the
radio to comply with the country’s ideas of nationalism and inclusion. Furthermore, anything
outside the norm of the American dream was labelled negatively and discouraged. As the
country’s nationalism grew, a counterculture formed in opposition to the national hegemony
that occupied mainstream America since the late 1920s. Many scholars, including Barbara
Ehrenreich in her book 7he Hearts of Men, trace this counterculture movement back to Beat

! Hegemony is “a specific organization, a specific structure, and that the principle of this organization and
structure can be seen as directly related to certain social intentions, intentions by which we define the
society, intentions which in all our experience have been the rule of a particular class.” (Williams 1427)
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Generation writers like Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg (and of course) Gary Snyder, who at this
time of intense pressure to settle into the American dream, “rejected both job and marriage”
(Ehrenreich 52). In the decade that followed the “Beats”, the tension between conformists
(who believed in maintaining hegemonic structures in American) and forward thinkers (who
were seeking a new American dream) heated up and in the late 1960s the civil rights movement
boiled over and the streets of the American South flowed with blood.”

In the wake of this tense moment in American history, Gary Snyder penned his
“Four Changes” in 1970 in which he unveiled his political and social ideology professing a
new approach to the hegemony of the American dream. In fact, his later poem “The Bath”
furthers his political and socialist thinking by adding women’s liberation and the dissolution of
normative gender roles to his arsenal.

In his poem “The Bath”, Snyder challenges the oppression of women and the hegemony
of the American dream. He achieves this effect through the use of concrete imagery that
challenges gender stereotypes. For example, in “The Bath,” Snyder explores the male-female
dichotomy by questioning the limits of gender and the concept of family. The first stanza
describes a scene in which Snyder bathes with his family. At the end of the stanza, which
contains controversial taboo imagery according to the American dream of him in the bath with
his sons, Snyder poses the question “is this our body?” (Snyder 468). The question “is this our
body?” becomes significant in the poem because Snyder repeats it at the end of each stanza,
though the questions undergoes a transformation by morphing as the poem progresses into the
statement “this is our body” (Snyder 469). Through the statement “this is our body,” Snyder
reveals his counterculture ideology regarding the nuclear family and assigned gender roles.
Instead of reaffirming the values of the American dream—the heterosexual hierarchy of the
American nuclear family—Snyder forges a new example. Snyder’s vision of the family does not
limit the husband to being the breadwinner and the wife to maintaining the household and
rearing children. The statement “this is our body,” in reference to the family, implies a more
communal approach with man and wife not being forced into the traditional hegemonic roles
of the American dream. The idea that “this is our body” suggests that the family is one body
contradicting the American dream’s conception of the family as a hierarchy with the father at
the top making the decision and the mother taking secondary role.

Conversely, the majority of the country was following America’s central hegemony,
emphasized in wildly popular president John F. Kennedy’s inaugural speech when he preached
to Americans “ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your
country”(Kennedy). In light of this conformist propaganda, it is easy to see how Snyder’s idea
of the family as one body contradicts the idea of an American dream that asks its citizens to put

Y

March 25, 1965 thousands of people marched from Selma to Montgomery protesting segregation. However,
as marchers left Selma, by order of the governor of Alabama, “troopers attacked the crowd with clubs and
tear gas. Mounted police chased retreating marchers and continued to beat them. Television coverage of
“Bloody Sunday ’as the event became known, triggered national outrage.(Martin Luther King Jr. and The
Global Freedom Struggle)
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their country first. By emphasizing the need to consider the country’s well-being before one’s
own family, hegemonic structures in America created the perfect climate for Snyder’s form of
counterculture. With the phrase “this is our body,” Snyder reveals the emerging counterculture
that was strengthened by writers like Monique Wittig and rivalled the central political and
social ideology of the 1950s and 60s in America. Examining first the writing of Monique
Wittig, and then the work of Raymond Williams, reveals the concepts Snyder employs that
foreshowed both author’s literary theory and also the second wave of feminism.

In Wittig's One is nor Born a Woman, she, like Snyder, calls for the dissolution of
normative gender. Snyder touches on this point, but Wittig however, and more specifically,
targets the assigned gender roles that oppress women (Wittig 1909). Wittig is concerned with
counteracting the hegemony in America that, she asserts, forces women into the heterosexual
relationship of the nuclear family in order to oppress them. Thus, Wittig declares that “a
new personal and subjective definition for all humankind can only be found beyond the
categories of sex” (Wittig 1912). Looking back to Snyder’s poem “The Bath,” it is clear how
he augured this concept of dissolving the categories of sex with his poetic transformation
of the question “is this our body?” into the statement “this is our body” (Snyder 468-69).
However, the statement “this is our body” suggests a combining of the sexes, similar to Virginia
Wolfe’s concept of androgyny?®, whereas conversely, Wittig is calling for “the destruction of
heterosexuality as a social system” altogether (Wittig 1913). What defines women as women,
in Wittig’s opinion, is their relationship to men and she maintains that only by challenging
this definition can women free themselves from the oppression of the hegemonic structure of
the American dream.

Joanne Hollows’ work on the second wave of feminism in her book Feminism, Femininity
and Popular Culture supports Wittig’s concept of freedom from oppression for women. In the
same vein as Wittig, and eerily reminiscent of Snyder, Hollows writes that women in America
“struggle for equal pay, equal access to education and equal job opportunities” (Hollows
2). Furthermore, like Wittig, Hollows calls for a woman’s right to define her sexuality and,
therefore, choose the right to forgo her role as mother and wife into which the American
dream seems to force women. Wittig and Hollows also take Snyder’s thinking one step further.
Not only do both authors challenge the hegemonic structure of the American dream and
its nuclear family, but they also stress the need for women to value and love one another
(Hollow 2 & Wittig 1912). In this way Snyder’s initial message “this is our body” resurfaces
and asserts its relevance. Wittig wishes to overcome stereotypical heterosexual norms and in
doing so creates a new concept of the human body where men and women alike can claim
“this is our body” and be free from assigned gender roles and the oppression of the hegemony
of the American dream. Furthermore, Snyder recommends that society should “try to correct
traditional cultural attitudes that tend to force women into childbearing” thus trapping them

> Androgyny is the idea that in each person’s mind there is male and female power. In the male mind the male
portion predominates the female and vice versa (Wolfe 901).
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in their role as mother in the stereotypical American family of the 50s and 60s (Snyder 1).
Freeing women from America’s cookie cutter connotation of them, Snyder considered the
dissolution of the family unit, proposing American’s seek alternative family structures like
adoption, shared parenting and communal living (Snyder 1). Not only does Snyder capture the
essence of the counterculture movement of the 50s and 60s, but his writing also foreshadows
the emergence of the second wave of feminism and Marxist ideology as described by Raymond
Williams.

As well as carrying messages that defy gender roles typical of hegemony in America
during the 1950s and 60s, Snyder’s “The Bath” subtly challenges consumption theory. Part of
the hegemonic American dream and a cornerstone of consumption theory as implemented in
America is the nuclear family’s desire to own all the available modern luxuries for the home
like the dishwasher, refrigerator, microwave and television (Bresky, Jan. 19, 2016). In “The
Bath”, Snyder’s use of imagery paints an alternative picture. For example, instead of electricity
providing light for the home, the family uses a “kerosene lantern set on a box” and replacing
the electric stove is a wood-burning unit that radiates the “scent of cedar” embers (Snyder
469). The tone Snyder creates in the poem—the joy, the closeness and the love within the
family— highlights the value of family connections rather than material goods. The best
example of how Snyder utilizes tone is featured toward the end of the poem when Snyder
“goles] in the house... Kai scampers on the sheepskin/ Gen [is] standing hanging on and
shout[s], /‘Boa! boa! boa! boa! boa!”” (Snyder 469). Without the conveniences of contemporary
technology of the 50s and 60s, Snyder’s family in “The Bath,” (however unconventional when
compared to the nuclear family of the American dream) exhibits a thriving atmosphere. Snyder
is highlighting the need to value closeness between family members instead of cherishing
technologies that only serve to drive members apart. Therefore, along with challenging the
structure of the American nuclear family and its assigned gender roles, he also challenges the
American addiction to consumption.

Snyder does so by inking his political manifesto the “Four Changes”. In “Four Changes”
Snyder continues his questioning of the hegemonic structures of the American dream. First,
Snyder’s “Four Changes” directly addresses the frivolity of consumption theory and points out
that the American dream of the 1950s and 60s, “well intentioned as it is”, cannot be sustained
(Snyder 1). Snyder writes that “most of the production and consumption of modern societ[y]
is not necessary or conducive to spiritual and cultural growth, let alone survival” (Snyder 1).
Rejecting the hegemony of consumption in American, Snyder suggests “transform[ing] the five-
millennia-long urbanizing civilization tradition into a new ecologically-sensitive, harmony-
oriented [and] wild-minded scientific culture” (Snyder 1). In doing so, he calls for a revival of
a more traditional living style which is the same approach he uses in “The Bath”. For example,
instead of purchasing new clothes, cars and prepared food, Snyder suggests recycling fabrics,
walking between destinations and gardening all as activities of the community. Therefore,
Snyder’s aversion to America’s central ideology demonstrates how he foreshadowed Raymond
Williams and his work on Marxist theory.

In Williams' 1973 work Base and Superstructure in Marxist Cultural Theory, he describes
Marxist ideology as representing a similar “coming to consciousness of a new class” which would
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forge its own hegemonic structures (Williams 1432). Snyder uses comparable terminology in
“Four Changes” to Williams’. Underpinning Williams’s statement, Snyder prophetically writes
in 1970 that there is a need for 