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2.BB-2023: STUDENT RESEARCH AND CONFERENCE GRANT POLICY 

 

 

1. Purpose 

 

St. Mary’s University (University) is committed to providing a unique learning environment 

that fosters student learning and growth. This includes independent research conducted by 

Honours or capstone students in their final year of study, along with the presentation of 

their findings at internal and/or external conferences.   

2. Scope 

 

This policy applies to University students enrolled in capstone projects or the honours 

stream in partial fulfillment of degree requirements.  

3. Definitions 

 

3.1 Director of Research (DoR): Manager of research-related activities and initiatives of 
the University. Reports to the Vice President Academic. 

 
3.2 Research: an undertaking intended to extend knowledge through disciplined inquiry 

and/or systematic investigation. 
 

3.3 Student: any individual currently enrolled in an accredited university degree 

program. If a student has recently graduated this definition applies up until the end 

of the academic year for which they have paid student fees. For University students 

this is August 31. 

4. Policy 

 

4.1 Students enrolled in a Major completing their capstone project or Honours research 

project may apply for a grant of up to $250.00 to reimburse eligible research-related 

expenses including, but not limited to:  tests and measures, apparatus, mileage, 

photocopying, licensing fees to use images, recruitment-related costs (e.g., 

incentives), books or journals unavailable locally.   

 

Approval Authority Responsible Office Effective Date  Date Last Revisited  Review 

Frequency  

Academic Council Academic September 25, 2023 
 

Every 5 years  
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4.1.1 Any materials or equipment purchased or reimbursed through this fund 

remains the property of the University, and the responsibility of the 

student’s associated program.  

4.2 University students are eligible to apply for funding support of up to $1000.00 to 

attend an academic conference at which the results of their capstone project or 

Honours research will be presented.   

4.2.1 A maximum of two such conferences may be supported in a single academic year. 

4.2.2 Eligible expenses are conference registration fees, travel, accommodation, 

and meal costs.  Applications must be sponsored by the supervising faculty 

member. 

4.2.3 Applications must be submitted within 3 months of conference participation.  

4.3 Applications may be submitted by the supervising faculty member to the DoR. 

4.4 Applications may be made at any time to the DoR. 

4.5 Applicants whose research involves human subjects, animal subjects, or bio-hazards 

must demonstrate that all requirements regarding ethics clearance and animal care 

and bio-safety requirements are met. 

4.6 The DoR will use their discretion to support or refuse any one application. 

4.7 Successful applications must submit the required forms and receipts to the DoR for 

approval who will then pass these along in a timely fashion to Finance for 

reimbursement.   


