INFORMED CONSENT FORM

Project: [PROJECT NAME HERE]
Researchers: [All RESEARCHER NAMES HERE]

Please take the time to read this carefully.
Purpose of Research
[Provide the name, program, and position (student or faculty) of the principal researcher.  State that you are inviting participants to participate in your research and provide a succinct overview of what you are examining and why.]

What Is Involved?
[Clearly describe what participation will involve. DO NOT use technical/clinical jargon in this section. Describe how much time the research will take and what participants will be asked to do.]  

What are the Risks?
[List all foreseeable risks, if any, and the measures used to minimize risk.]

What are the Benefits?
[List the benefits you anticipate will be achieved from this research, either to the participants, other groups or the field itself.]

Compensation 
[If applicable, have a section devoted specifically to compensation or incentives. Will participants be compensated for their participation and if so how (i.e., course credit, money, gift card)? Be as specific as possible about the type and amount of compensation as well as how this compensation will be administered. 

Privacy and Confidentiality
[Remind participants that their participation is voluntary. Describe whether the data will be anonymous or not. If identifying information is being collected provide a rationale for why and discuss how you will protect this sensitive information. Describe how you will keep all data confidential and secure, including where the data will be stored, who will have access to it, how long it will be retained, and whether it will eventually be destroyed.  Describe how results will be presented (i.e., in aggregate vs. individual responses/quotes). Remind participants of their right to withdraw without penalty or loss of compensation and describe what participants need to do to receive compensation and/or be debriefed (i.e., click through to the last page, tell the researcher they wish to end the study), and how you will handle their data if they choose to withdraw.

 
Your signature on this form indicates that you have understood the information regarding participation in this research and agree to participate as a subject. In no way does this waive your legal rights nor release the investigators, sponsors, or involved institutions from their legal and professional responsibilities. 

[bookmark: _Hlk147590267]If you have further questions concerning this research, please contact myself at [CONTACT INFO].
 
This project has received approval from the St. Mary’s University Research Ethics Board (Certificate Number: [enter certificate number]). If you have questions or issues concerning this project that are not related to the specifics of the research, you may contact the chair of the St. Mary’s University’s Research Ethics Board at REB@stmu.ca.




________________________________________________________________________________
Your first and last name (please print)


________________________________________________________________________________
Your signature					Date




A copy of this consent form has been made available to you to keep for your records and reference.



The information generally required for informed consent includes (TCPS-2, Article 3.2) the
following:
• An invitation to participate in a research project;
• A description of the purpose of the research;
• The identity of the researcher(s)/sponsor/funder;
• The anticipated duration of participation;
• A description of the procedures involved in research;
• Participant’s role and responsibilities;
• A description of risks & potential benefits arising from participation;
• Assurance that there is no obligation to participate in the research;
• Assurance that they may withdraw their consent at any time;
• Clarification about their right to withdraw their data;
• Confirmation of the confidentiality of data and how this will be protected;
• Confirmation of whether or not data will be identifiable;
• A description of any conflicts of interest;
• A description of incentives or compensation;
• How the results will be disseminated;
• Contact details for participants seeking further details;
• Contact details for a REB contact;
• A statement that participants have not waived their rights to legal recourse;

